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A LATE BRONZE AGE HOARD FROM MANORBIER, PEMBROKESHIRE
(Treasure Case 10.12)

INTRODUCTION

Dyfed Archaeological Trust Field Services was commissioned by Cadw to
undertake a brief field survey. The purpose of the work was to provide sufficient
information about the circumstances of the discovery of a Late Bronze Age hoard
from near Manorbier to inform the coroner’s report on the discovery, to establish
its archaeological context, and to identify the need or otherwise for additiona!
archaeological fieldwork.

THE SITE
Location and Topography

The site of the hoard discovery is located in the northeast corner of a field close
to a farm located close to the 'Ridgeway’, a prehistoric route running along the
top of a natural ridge of land between Tenby and Pembroke. The exact location
of the hoard site is purposefully omitted from this report although all finds,
archaeological records and the geophysical survey have been tied in to the
national Ordnance Survey grid.

To the south of the Ridgeway on the south facing slopes, is a pattern of long, thin
field boundaries on a north south alignment. This field systern may have
prehistoric origins, but has subject to continued use and modification since that
time, most notably in the medieval period. The area with the best preserved field
boundaries is included in the register of Landscapes of Special Historic Interest in
Wales,

Archaeological Background

Although hoards are often found in isolated locations and not associated with
settlement or other site types, the location of this discovery is close to 'the
Ridgeway'. This is a prehistoric route, in the vicinity of which, several Bronze Age
burial mounds and flint working sites are known to exist. Evidence of a co-axial
field system in this area could also have Late Bronze Age origins, but this has
been modified and overlain by later field systems. It was therefore considered
important to try and establish whether the hoard was indeed an isolated feature,
or was part of a more complex site such as a burial mound, that might merit
further archaeological investigation.

Dyfed Archaeological Trust 1 Report No. 2011-17
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THE HOARD

The hoard comprises 21 fragments of copper alloy, weighing a combined 13069
{excluding a missing ingot fragment). The hoard belongs to the Ewart Park
tradition of the Late Bronze Age, dating to between 1000-800BC. The hoard is
similar in composition to the Freshwater West, Pembrokeshire hoard and other
recently reported hoards from Cornwall. Hoards from these south western and
Atlantic facing areas tend to have a high frequency of plano-convex ingot
fragments within them, jets as casting bi-products and exotic pieces of the Carp's
Tongue tradition, circulating between France, southern England and south
western Britain.

The hoard comprises:-
e 1 complete socketed axe of South Wales type;
» 1 complete ribbed socketed axe of Southern English ribbed/welby type;
o 2 socketed axe fragments (1 blade end, 1 side fragment);
+ 1 socketed gouge/chisel {2 conjoining fragments);
+ 1 spatulate ended bar fragment;
+ 1 small sword blade fragment;
« 1 circufar fitting with circular central aperture (as yet not identified);
* 1 circular headed pin fragment;
s 3 casting jets; and

« 8 plano-convex ingot fragments (seven present, one lost by finder on
site).

During the archaeologica! field investigation the finder undertock further metal
detecting in the vicinity and recovered a few other items, one of which may also
be of Bronze Age origin (see Figure 2).

Account of Discovery

The finder, Gavin Palmer, made the discovery while metal detecting in 2010 on
land near Manorbier, Pembrokeshire. In discussions with Adam Gwilt and Mark
Lodwick (National Museum Wales), Mr Palmer provided the following details of the
discovery.

Group 3

Comprises 13 artefacts found at depth of 0.6m. The soil down onto the artefacts
was compacted (which suggests they lay beneath the ploughsoil).

Artefacts: Southern English ribbed axe, sword blade, circular fitting, socketed
gouge (2 fragments), pin head (found inside socket of gouge), 2 casting jets, 4
ingot fragments. The ingot fragments were found above the other artefacts.

Tentative interpretation: The /n-situ hoard findspot.

Group 1

Comprises 4 artefacts found at a depth of approximately 0.50m below the surface
(shallower than group 3) in loose soil (which may suggest they lay within the
ploughsoil).

Artefacts: South Wales type axe, axe blade end, 2 ingot fragments.

Dyfed Archaeclogical Trust 3 Report No. 2011-17
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Tentative interpretation: Dispersed and plough-dragged from original hoard
location.

Group 2

Comprises 2 artefacts found at a depth of approximately 0.30m below surface
(shallower than group 3) in loose soil {again suggests ploughsoil).

Artefacts: 1 casting jet, 1 ingot fragment.

Tentative interpretation: Dispersed and plough-dragged from original hoard
location.

Single findspot

Spatulate ended bar fragment found at a depth of approximately 0.30m below
surface (shallower than group 3) in loose soil {probable ploughsoil).

Tentative interpretation: Needs metallurgical analysis (it appears to be of copper
and has different patination) - potentially it could be more modern and not
associated with the hoard. Otherwise, dispersed and plough dragged from
original hoard location.

Single findspot
Large ingot fragment (lost on site).
Found between groups 2 & 3, but perhaps a little further north.

Tentative interpretation: Dispersed and plough-dragged from original hoard
location.

Dyfed Archaeological Trust 4 Report No. 2011-17



Manorbler, Pembrokeshire: Treasure Case 10.12

FIELD SURVEY

Archaeologists from Dyfed Archaeological Trust visited the site with the finder on
6th December 2010, to survey in the approximate locations of the discoveries,
while these were still fresh In the memory of the finder. Based on this
information, two test pits were hand dug in an attempt to locate any surviving
evidence of a pit that may have contained the hoard, and to ascertain the
character of the soil profile in which the discoveries were made. Due to the
presence of a turnip crop in the field, the scope for excavation was restricted.

Test pit 1

Test pit 1 was located at the approximate location of the discovery of the group 1
discoveries, an area of possibly plough dragged material. The plough soil was
found to be 0.22m thick. Below this was a subsoll layer of compact clay silt with
stone inclusions. Bedrock was encountered 0.60m below the present ground
surface. The finder reported that the group 1 finds were in loose soil (possible
ploughsoll?) at a depth of approximately 0.50m.

Test pit 2

Test pit 2 was located in the vicinity of the group 3 discoveries, the site of the
main hoard deposition. The finds were located approximately 0.60m below the
ground surface in compact soll (probable subsoil).

The excavated soil profile comprised a 0.55m thick deposit with no clear horizon
between the plough soil and sub-soil. The subsoll increased in compaction with
depth. Beneath this layer was a 0-.25m thick deposit of stoney clay silt.

Results of the Test pits

The test pit results did not reveal evidence of any cut features that may have
been associated with the hoard, There is a slight discrepancy between the finders
recollection of the depths at which the discoveries were made and the soil profiles
revealed by excavation. This may, however, be accounted for by localised
variation in soil depths and uncertainty of the exact locations of the finds.

Dyfed Archaeclogical Trust g Report No, 2011-17
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GEOPHYSICAL SURVEY

A second visit was made on 21st February 2011 once the turnip crop had been
harvested. ©On this occasion a geophysical survey was undertaken in the
discovery area to try and identify the feature within which the hoard is assumed
to have been deposited, or presence of other buried features, which might
suggest that the hoard was part of a more complex site.

Geophysical survey results

The results of the geophysical survey are shown in Figure 2, and an annoctated
interpretation in Figure 3. The large curvilinear patterns visible in the image are
most likely to be the result of variations in the underlying geology or soils,
possibly accentuated in places by ploughing across the hill slope. One straight
linear feature is most likely that of a modern field drain or service trench.

The survey does not suggest the presence of complex archaeological features or
deposits. The survey does not indicate the presence of any other metallic objects
that may indicate further elements of the hoard.

There are one or two dark anomalies in the vicinity of the test pits and hoard.
Such anomalies are difficult to categorise with any degree of certainty, but it is
possible they could represent pits that might have contained the hoard.
Unfortunately it was not possible to undertake further excavation to confirm this
possitility.

Dyfed Archaeological Trust & Report No. 2011-17
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CONCLUSIONS

in the light of the available evidence, it appears most likely that the finds
represent a single isolated hoard. The hoard has recently been dispersed through
ptoughing activity, such that objects and groups of objects have been dragged
away from the main hoard site. Aerial photographic coverage suggests that the
east-west spread of the discovery locations is consistent with the ploughing axis
along the northern edge of the field,

No evidence was identified during this work of more complex archaeological
features in the vicinity. The hoard was presumably originally buried in a pit, but
although the geophysical survey may indicate the presence of possible pits, no
excavated evidence could be obtained, and potentially evidence for the pit has
been destroyed by ploughing. It is not possible to ascertain any association
between the potential pits recorded on the geophysical survey and the hoard.

There is no clear evidence to suggest that further excavation would provide
significant additional information about the context of the hoard. This is further
highlighted by the circumstances of the find suggest it has been dispersed by
ploughing.

Dyfed Archaeological Trust g Report No. 2011-17
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